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SCHOOL GREEN - NEW PLANS

School Green les in the heart of the Lasswade Conservation
Aurea where the 18th certury road bridge crosses the river
Neorth Esk; it iz a key component of the willage, which itself
lies it an Avea of Great Landscape Walue.

consmiltation waslaunched to find the wiews of local residents
atd of our membership,

&1 outlive plan embodying some indtial ideas was developed
by the Couneil's Land Services teamm and was citculated

The Green provides an
important atd welcome
opets space adjacert to
the river and backed by
a row of interesting 19th
certury houses. Vet, its
layronat, with a wtilitarian
small pump house at one
end and a clump of
Japanese FEnotweed at
the other and dominated [
by a regimental line of B85
black bollards and by @
the fous-souare sething
of the benches, givesita
rather forlorn  and
instittional appearance.
It has been felt for some time that its contribution to the
attractiveness of the willage could and should be improved.

In the Spring of 2006 an audit was made of good and bad
features of the Green and an attempt was made at listing
things that might he done to enhance this area

The Committee agreed in principle that this would be a
suitable project for the Zociety to pursue. Widlothi an C ouneil
wete alzo highly supportive of this initiative and a process of

 posted on the society
website and it up in
the local P ost Office. &
meeting was also held
oo give local people the
; opportundity to discuss
these initial proposals.

The Committes and the
Council  have  heen
o eticoraged in that no
y adfrerse comment has
been received and the
process  of  sowcing
funds for the project is
e i hatd.

Althousgh there could be some work associated with the
roadway, the imtia scope of effort will be restricted to the
enthancement of the grassed ares.

At our Talk oh 22nd October,
there will be a further
oppottunity to view the plans
atd to make any comments or
suggestions before and after the
spealiet.

(CTOBER TAL

Thiswill he held on
Monday, 22nd OCTOBER
at 7.45 for 8.00 pm in
Lasswade Park Pavilion
our speaker will be Dr Ken Bogle

from

Ken will tell us about
his book
“Images of Scotland
MIDLOTHIAN"

{there will be an opportunity
tobuya copyat £12.99)

Autumn
Visit & Walk

on Saturday, morning
Srd NOVEMBER

our guide will take us on a tour around

Dalkeith Palace

Thiswill be follmwed hy
a picnic and v
walk within the Palace B~
grounds.

Details
are given
overleaf

RSVP




| The Committee, Local Representatives and a “Member to remember” |

At oour AGM in Ayl our Chairman, Tom Delaney, presented
Margaret Wotliman with the Society Silver Acorn Spoon and
Tim Tuke, with a more practical gift (photos p. 30 to say thank
wou for the major contribution they had both made to the
Society. Mlargaret, as past Treaswer, Chairman and latterdy
Committes Member took a huge interest in the Society andin
furthering o aims. Tim, as Secretary, then Treaswer also
cteated and contitiues to maittain our website (see page 31; he
‘gorted out’ those of us who were
electr o cally challenged.

We are now pleased to welcome to
the Committee: Zheila Barker (ow

new Treaswet) and David Sugden
Tom also presented Batah Barron
with the Society Spoot in recogrition
of the design and laying ot of the
new Community Garden It is said §@
that “the bridge and garden have &
given back the heart to the village of §
Lasswade™. For yet another year we 8
thanked Clive Garn for diligently 5§

auditing the Bociety books. Local Representatives: We sadly
teport that Alpin MacGregor from Cuguen Place, died in
Mlarch.  Alpin was a great supporter and is much missed.
Isabella Goldie has readily agreed to look after this important
atea Thatl youto Andrena and Bill Ingram, who looked after
patt of the willage. They have moved away bt we ae
fortunate to have a kind offer from new residents Jan and Bill
Jerome to fill their shoes Jan is already using her
thotographic skills to help us.

TMicky is 90 years young!

Hicky Foss, a highly decorated
Wartime pilot and resident of
Lasgwade for owver 350 ears
recetitly planted a Rowan tree in the
Com ity G arden

The tree was given to kim by his
Kevock friends to mark the
oceasion of his 90% Birthday on 1%
2ugust and to honow  “owr own
local hera™.

| Mills of Old Lasswade |

2o, Lagswade is a delightfill place to live, ian’t it?  Idsgilic
tural setting, nice flowing river, good clean ar. But it wasn’
always like this. As recertly as 1971, Lasswade was said to
be a “dumy” suffering the last remaining scars of e industrial
past.

The landscape of Lasswade was for many years one of tall
factory chimneys and industrial actiwaty. The river was toxic
atud filthy, the air heavy with sm oke.

The first paper mill inLasserade was opened around 1750 and
by 1861 there were four paper mills — Springfield, Poltoe,
Eewock and 5t Leonards all bhelching smoke across the
Lasswade tiver waley from  their tall mill chimneys
Ewventually there were nine paper mills along the North Esk.
The water from the river supplied not ondy the paper mills tat
alzo a corn mill, atd a guepowrder factory at Roslin, Asa
requdt, the water was heavily pollted for many wears and
covered with foam and scwn. The smell of casstic soda
blanketed the whole neghbowhood.

Another industry arrived in Lasswade in 1828 when 3t Amn’s
Digtillery opened on the MNotth bank of the Esk on land
belonging to Lord Melwille, By 1234 the distillery had cloged
and the buildings becatme a carpet factory, employang 100
local people. By 1251 ower 370 people were employed at the
factory, with production estimated at 10,000 yar ds of carpet

per day. Such was the demand that a new carpet factory was
built in Bonngrigg in the 12870%s and was in existence until
1975,

There were also 25 coal seams mined near Loanhead and
maty others at Rosewell It was estimated that the parish of
Lasswade, which included these areas sent around 30,000
tons of coal a wear to Edintnrgh, as well as supplying all the
local domestic and industrial use.

&g we look aound today at o fresh flowing river and
pleasant ervrirorsment, it iz worth temembering it wasn’
always so. & 1ot of hatd work has gone into regenerating our
atea, and mary of the improvements are thanks to the Ciwie
S oriety atnd its many dedicated members, Roshlack

Saturday, 3rd November.

Dalkeith Palace Tour, Picnic and Walk.

Meet and Park 10.45 outside Main Gate.
Time for tour: onehour. Walk: approximatdy 35 miles.

Bring: Picnic. Wateproofs. Strong shoes or boots. Dogs: Only on lead.

NE: Some stepsand slopes. If wet the route may he muddy and slippery in places.

After our picnic, we will visit “Watersmeet” where the North and South Esk Rivers join together hefore they flow, as
The Esk, into the Firth ofForth at Musselhurgh.

RSVP: Names are reguired for the Palace tour by Saturday, 27 October. (Picnic/iwealk decide an day)
To: LDCY Manbership Secretary. 232 Broomizlmows, Losswade. FHIE ILN or ol annofbroomiclnone fO.conk
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May 2007
OH!! That

: Nﬁl& F':l'ilget MacEay, Em.n.
L&

Gregor. 4 T

river, lugzed rusty old %
fridges, moved litter i
and mere litter. Then (B
there was School
Greety, Haveral Wood Springfield Old 5
Peoples” Home, Kevock Steps andimprmrmg 4
N drainage problems. 3

The common denominator - wellies

Fosemary DlacKay provided her much

atticipated feast in the L i the Pawvilion.

2 & Jemifer MMR“ nn!;_ﬂ & reI:.Ixra.rdf'Dr all oy hardtti}rlabmjrs atd atreal &
and David & Britng Sugden 3

chatice to catch up.

S gt

R

SUMMER
GARDEN PARTY

Chairman, Tom Dela.tm;r, and hiz wife, Ann hosted the 3ummer Garden
Patty to say thank you to ow Local Representatives, who do a great deal
to support the Socety. They were joited by the Committee and hushands
| atd wives. The weather lived up to expectations. It rained nore stop all
afternooty Umbrellas moake for cheery photos Howewer, it was most
Cerjoyable, and dlong with ‘nice, but naughty cakes” provided by ‘our
(4 Rosemary’, the time flew past. What a very beautiful garden!

)
L RE

Society Website

Can YOU help?

The Committee are keen to upgrade the 2 ociety’s Wehaite, in
patticular to enhance commourdeation with our Mlembership. To implement this, we are looking for tectrically proficient
wolunteet(d) to look at fobwre development of the site and then (possibly as a separate tazlk) to manage it on an ongoing bhass. If
you feel you can help, please contact T om Delaney see page 4.

Wife would also like to receive Mlembers™ comm ents on the Website: www lasswade free-online coak 3
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Planning and Associated Matters

" Further to the round -up given in the February 2007 Newsletter, the Table gives a summary of the current position on the following sites.

Site |Application Elroposed develop-  [Flats or [Approval|lmplemen- (Comment [Update
[No. ent houses [status  [tation
Old Milland  [06/00259/FUL housing P2 lin review [pending Objection submitted on amenity [This application now refused.
adjacent former and associated grounds [New application under review.
lparage
Mavisbank Gar- [06/00487/OUT Outline application for |1 In review Planning Committee minded to ap-
dens erection of a dwelling prove (18/01/07)
house
Tenny Lasswade [06/00326/FUL fhousing I5/6 lin review [pending [Proposal to increase to 6 houses [Appeal remains to be determined.
was rejected by MC and ap-
[pealed by applicant.
[Kevock Nursery [06/00298/FUL fremove old bridge In/a lapproved Objection submitted on amenity [Application granted subject to speciall
06/00299/FUL pbutment, new access land associated grounds onditions
road, seven more poly
tunnels
[Lasswade n‘a housing 9 Site cleared ready for develop- [Site now being marketed by MC
School ment
Polton House  n/a hdvertising signs In/a [Representations were made on  [MC asked site owner to submit plan-
various development proposals |hing application for signage. No
for the site and on the clutter of jhews since April.
signs at the entrance.
[King's Acre In‘a hdvertising banners  n/a [Representations were made con- [Signs were removed after approach
cerning the banner signs recently by MC
lhung on the walls on Lasswade
[Road
Wading Burn  [04/00937/FUL lland engineering inreview [pending Objection submitted on amenity [SEPA are maintaining their objec-
land associated grounds tion, as do we.

Nazareth House
New Applications: 07/00643/FUL & 07/00644/FUL

Construction of ‘care village’

Proposals have been submitted to develop a ‘care village’ on this
site. It would comprise a new 40-bed care home plus a new
chapel and convent. The existing buildings (except the listed
main house and entrance lodge) would be demolished and
replaced by new buildings, housing 87 'care’ apartments and
cottages, plus associated services and facilities. The existing
listed building would be converted into six apartments and
'cottages’.

Members are encouraged to inspect the plans
now in Bonnyrigg Library.

Contact Details

CHAIRMAN: TOM DELANEY
TREASURER: SHEILA BARKER
SECRETARY: KEITH FULLER
MEMBERSHIP: ANNA DOBSON
PLANNING: TOM DELANEY
KEITH FULLER
COMMITTEE:
ROSEMARY MACKAY
ROSEMARY MACKENZIE

ANGUS MACRAE
DAVID SUGDEN

0131
0131
0131
0131

0131
0131

0131
0131
0131
0131

663 7334 tom@langstrath.orangehome.co.uk  Wadingburn
663 8462 Polton Road
663 8289 keithnfuller 50@hotmail.com Poltonhall

663 8103 anna@broomieknowe f9.co.uk Broomieknowe
663 7334 as above

663 8289 as above

663 6651 Polton Bank
663 8932 St. Leonards
663 8318 Kevock

663 7605 Kevock

Seociety Website: www.lasswade.free-online.co.uk

Newsletter Editors: TD, AD & RosM

Thank you to Margaret Graham for letting us use her postcard of Elinn Row.
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